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organizing for action. There were still considerable undemobi-
lized Turkish forces in Asia Minor, and in the summer of 1921
the Sultan sent a 'military high commissioner' to report on army
matters and deal with the nationalist movement, The commis-
sioner was one of Turkey's best fighting men, General Mustapha
Kemal Pasha. He had taken a leading part in the successful
defence of the Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915, and no soldier in
Turkey had a higher and more popular reputation. He had
been for some time secretly in touch with the nationalist leaders.
On his arrival in Asia he met some of their chiefs, and with them
drafted a declaration that, as the Sultan was now a mere puppet
in the hands of the Allies, the Turkish people must stand to-
gether against the policy of partition and subjection to the
European Powers. He sent to Constantinople his resignation of
his army position, and in June presided at the nationalist Con-
gress of Erzerum. A second and more numerous Congress at
Sivas in September decided that delegates should be selected
for a Constituent Assembly to meet at Angora, Fuel was added
to the rising flame of the new movement when, in January
1920, the Turkish Parliament in Constantinople, largely com-
posed of members elected in Asia, passed resolutions sympathiz-
ing with the action of the congresses, and the Sultan replied by
sending the police, supported by Allied troops, to make wholesale
arrests of the nationalist sympathizers in the capital. Some of
them were arrested in the Parliament House.

On the 23rd April 1920 the Nationalist Assembly met at Angora
under the presidency of Kemal Pasha and proceeded to draw up
the constitution of a new Turkish State. On the news of the
Greek seizure of Smyrna in May Kemal Pasha was named
commander of the nationalist forces and directed to organize
the defence of the nation. His first task was to deal with attempts
promoted from Constantinople to raise an insurrection in the
neighbouring province, Next month the Greeks, who had
assembled some 200,000 men in Asia and had already advanced
into the country round Smyrna, began what in earlier days
would have been regarded as war on a grand scale against the
Angora Government. There was a strange situation. The